Nashville 2001 Delegate Actions

Congregational Follow-Up Resources for

Vieques Resolution

The following resolution was initiated by the interim Council on Faith, Life and Strategy and fashioned by MC and GC
peace and justice staff in consultation with Mennonite leaders in Puerto Rico and Christian Peacemaker Teams.

Background

Vieques is a small tropical island (19 x 4 miles) off
the east coast of Puerto Rico. During the early
1940s, the U.S. Navy began using it as training ground
for the war against Hitler. The military forced more than one-
third of the 13,000 people living there to leave the island so
their land could be used for a bombing range. Soldiers mistreat-
ed the Viequenses, including raping women and fighting with
teenagers. When the war ended, the Navy did not leave as antici-
pated. Since then the military has practiced on Vieques for inva-
sions into Panama and for the Persian Gulf War. The Navy con-
trols more than half of the island. Opposition to the Navy on
Vieques has continued since WWIL

In July of 1999, two stray bombs hit an observation post
and killed a civilian guard, David Sanes. Since then both resi-
dents and international supporters,
including members of
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Vieques is a 4 by 19 mile island about seven miles east of the main
Puerto Rican island. The U.S. Navy expropriated more than two-thirds
of the island 60 years ago and relocated civilians to the center section.

Christian Peacemaker Teams, have nonviolently blockaded the
entrances to the base, causing the Navy to cease bombing.
However, bombing resumed in May 2000 after protesters were
forcibly removed from the bombing range. The current govern-
ment of Puerto Rico has used many legal and diplomatic means
to try to bring an end to the military exercises on Vieques.
Currently the 9,300 residents, who live about ten miles from
the bombing range, suffer from both economic and environmen-
tal damage after years of bombing. Residents earn a living
through farming and fishing. Toxic metals from bomb residue
have been found in their fruits and vegetables, and many feel
these have caused increased occurrences of cancer. The Navy
restricts fishing and their ships destroy lobster traps. Between
100-200 civilians hold jobs with the military, most of them at
minimum wage. A local group, the Committee for the Rescue
and Development of Vieques, has planned for appropriate
development of the island once the Navy leaves.
Regrettably the June 14 White House announcement that
the bombing range will be closed and removed from U.S.
Navy control in 2003 does not incorporate an immediate end
to its use by the U.S. and other NATO countries. It also does
not answer present health concerns or promise to clean up
the environment. Because of this, Puerto Ricans have called



for continued nonviolent actions
to stop the bombing exercises.
In March of 2001Puerto
Rican Mennonite Church dele-
gates took a bold stand and
declared that their silence about
the U.S. Navy’s bombing of
Vieques has supported the
oppression of the island’s peo-
ple. On May 11, 2001 they asked
MCC to request that congrega-
RS tions write their government rep-
Survey of “Reef of Barrels” look-  resentatives asking for a cessa-

ing north across the ship wrecked : ot ;
hull sunk in the shallow channel tion of mlhmry EXercises on

between coral reefs in front of Vieques. This resolution is pre-
Bahia Salina del Sur, Isla de sented in response to this
Vieques, Puerto Rico. (University .

of Georgia, Photo taken request from our sisters and
11/28/1999 by James W. Porter) brothers in Puerto Rico.
Resolution

We as Mennonite Church USA commit ourselves to

¢ send a letter of support and encouragement to the
Mennonite Church in Puerto Rico and

e send a letter to the U.S. government making our perspective
known and expressing our desire to stand with our Puerto
Rican brothers and sisters.

As delegates, we commit ourselves to

e pray for Puerto Rican Mennonites that God will show them
how to minister to all the people of Vieques, work with the
military personnel on the naval bases on the Puerto Rican
mainland, and develop peace work with the children and
youth of Puerto Rico;

¢ write notes of encouragement to our sisters and brothers in
Puerto Rico;

e support the work of Christian Peacemaker Teams as they
witness on Vieques;

e write as individuals and official leaders to our government
representatives; and

e acknowledge that we are part of the military complex
abusing the people of Vieques because we pay taxes that
support the military.

We ask our U.S. government leaders to

¢ stop military exercises on Vieques;

¢ clean up contaminated land so children can play safely,
farmers can grow healthy crops, and fishermen can fish in
unpolluted water;

e remove the Navy from the island; and

e financially and strategically support the reconstruction work
of the Committee for the Rescue and Development of Vieques.

May God grant peace and justice to the people of Vieques, and
may God grant us the courage to speak and act when we are
called to be God’s hands in the world.

Call to Action

1. PRAY for Puerto Rican Mennonites, asking God to show

them how to

¢ minister to all the people of Vieques,

e work with the military personnel on the naval bases on
the Puerto Rican mainland, and

¢ develop peace work with the children and youth of
Puerto Rico.

. WRITE a letter from your congregation, on official letter-

head, to President Bush (President George W. Bush, The

White House, Washington, DC 20500), asking him and

government officials to

o immediately stop military exercises on Vieques,

e remove the Navy from the island without delay,

e financially and strategically support the reconstruction
work of the Committee for the Rescue and Development
of Vieques, and

¢ clean up contaminated land.

Send copies to your senators, congressperson, Mennonite
Church USA Executive Board (421 S 2nd St Ste 600,
Elkhart, IN 46516-3243 <Info@MennoniteUSA.org>),
and your local newspaper. See the PJC web site (Current
Events page) to find your congressperson’s address.

. SEND a letter of support and encouragement to the

Mennonite Church in Puerto Rico. (Puerto Rico Mennonite
Conference, Calle Jose C. Vazquez 106, PO Box 2016,
Aibonito PR 00705, convenpr@yahoo.com,).

. SUPPORT the work of Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT)

as they witness on Vieques. Support their mission through
prayer, financial contributions, and by sending someone
from your congregation on a short-term CPT delegation to
Vieques. This visit will enable your congregation to better
know the people of Vieques and the terrible situation they
face. The Viequenses deeply appreciate the support of your
physical presence.

. ACKNOWLEDGE that we are part of the military complex

abusing the people of Vieques because we pay taxes that sup-
port the military. Research how you might pay fewer war taxes.

. HELP inform your community:

e Organize public debates, talks, and forums that call for
the U.S. Navy to get out of Vieques. You may want to
invite Viequenses or CPTers to participate.

e (Call radio talk-shows to publicly express your concern
about what is happening in Vieques.

e Distribute information in your workplace and community.

(continued on back)



100 ‘T¢ 1sn8ny  <wodusss@dldow> $589-¢89-0¢¢ :£99%% HO [IAMIQ ‘CLT X0d 0d DId "0
QATINDAXY VS[] YoIny) SNUOUUIJY J0J 9NIWI0Y) d0Nsn( pue adedd Ay Aq paredard 901mosalr siy,

yanyy =
91IUOUUR Al Py

92UBIBJUO)) SUOUUSY 021y OLBNd U0JeIIpOW ‘Zapnuiiag uowey Aq paieys
Jojsed uediy oLRNg ‘Zaudwir anbuug 3sof :Agfi0ised ‘Zaudwir anbuug 3SOf 04—

"uswy “susddey siy1 21043q Aq ssed uoiesusb 40w U 10U Jey) Juelb poo
“USWY {BIZ3JUODE 01$9 9nb ap sojue ‘sew UQIBIIUIS Bun 1u Jesed onb v3ud) ou £ elelQ!

“*PAOM SJOYM 3} WOl ING ‘sanbalA woly Aluo Jou ‘wayy

INOWaJ 0} YIMOd dY} aney nok ‘yibuais Ino ybnodyy wayy sBpojsip Jouued am ybnoyy

U3AZ "NOA Ul SISnJ3 021y OlaNd pue ‘nok uo syem sanbaip pue ‘nok uo iem am ‘poo yo
**-opunu [9 0po} ap ours ‘sanbarp ap 0[os ou ‘so[
-1e3nbadpoysip ap YAQO [0 Sauan M ‘sofIeoes sowepod ou sezIony sensanu uod anbune £ ‘n
U9 BIJUod 001y 0319ng oJad ‘7 ud vIadsa sanbaip o1ad ‘7 ua sowesadsa sonosou o1ad ‘soiq YO

'sn Aoa1sap 03 ybnous 3q pinom

squiog paredNsiydos syl 4o auo 1snl ‘wiay} 850ddo 01 Jay1bo} swod pinom sn 4o |e

1 USAS '1amod J1y} mou| NOA ‘pioT ¢ UoIIHe Sy Hwad nok jjim Buol moy ‘pon puy
“SOUINISIP BIed JJUIYNS LIS ‘SLPLINSHOS SBQUIO] SNS AP B[OS BUN U0 ‘SapINequiod vred sopo)
sowrepiun( sou anbune Japod ns T0USS $3qES N[, (UL Lisa seaniuiad opuend BIseH? ‘N, X

‘buiieaddesip aie uswom Jno

4O SWeaIp 3y} pue ‘sn 3neb NOA 1ey) UBSO Y} Ul USUWLIBYSI) SB SUOIEI0A JIBY} MOJ|04 O}

pajiuIRd U3ag J0U Ay UBW JNO ‘BulysiueA ie S3[1Sed pues ,sIalybnep pue ,suos JnQ
"OpUBWINSD OPI UBY 3 SaJa(nu
SEI}SaNU 9P SOUANS SO A ‘dise[edar o[ ny, anb Jew |3 Ua Topedsad ap UOILIOA NS JAIAfG
opnrwad $3 $3] OU SIIQUIOY SOJSINU B ‘UIIIUBASIP S ‘SB(IY] 3 SOMY SONISINU 3P SO[[NSED SOT

¢Aq ssed ||im suoness

-uab asow Auew moH -abueyd Aue us 10U aney am pue ‘Ag suob aney suoielaush om|
¢Jesed anb
UPJPUI) SEW SIUOIDLIIUIS SBIUBN)? "OIqUIED OISIA BY 3S OU 4 ‘SOU0IOLIdUIS Sop opesed uey By

{)EM 0} 9ABY M ||IM ‘POD) pIOT ‘BUO| MOH “PUB| JNO JO UOISS35S0d UsXe) 9AeY pue ‘aj)|

3uleW Ino PaA0JISEP BABY ‘JUSLILIOIIAUS N0 PajeulWeIu0) aAey Asyy Kundas [euoneu pajied

-05 JO 3SMDX 3UJ YUAA "SISIDIBX3 JNS|eq JIBY} YIiM ‘U] Ino O} pUe Uesdo Jno 0} ‘sanbaip

0} 3W0D 8.y >ead PlIOM JO S3IWBUS 3y {pIoT ‘sieak Axis ul pabueyd aey sbuiyy moy Ing
¢sewr Jesadsa anb sowsIpus) ‘so1( Joudg
‘Opuend B)SEH? "SELIAN SLXSINU 9P OPBUINPE UBY 9 A ‘CUNLIEU BPIA BXISINU OPLUEp ULy
‘9)URIqUIE 0)SINU OPLUTWEIN0D ULY ‘[PUOIOBY PEPLINGdS BPLWL[ BUn 9p 01x9301d [0 10D ‘sed
-nsieq seonoexd sns uod £ ‘seJIon Sexsonu e A Jew 0Jisonu € ‘sanbarp © opesay uey opunw
[P zed e[ op SOSIWAUD SOT jI0USG! ‘SES0D SB[ OPEIQUILD UBY SOUE BIUISAS Ud OWOD ‘019!

'SAWIOY I3} JO Wed pue adead ay} Ul Sadoy pue SLealp JIay} SAOM USIOM INQ

"saxedoy sns ap 08a1s0s [0 A pepimbuen [ us sezurIadsa £ souans sns uvIld) saIanuw Sensany

"3DUBUBISNS S Ajiey JIBY} J0f JUsWYSLINOU Allep MeJp 0} UBd0 3y} Paysly usw InQ
"BI[IWUE} NS 3P UISOS
[@ exed ‘e1p eped op ojuawIe [9 Jedsad eaed Jew [9 OpULDINS UL(E[EqEI} SAIqUIOY SOJISanN

|PRJ W03 pjnom Asyl Aep auo eyl adoy
3Y1 YMm S9[1Sed pues buip|ing uesdo sy} Jo abpa sy} 1e pafed sisaybnep pue suos InQ

“PEpI[EaI UBLIey oS BIp un anb op ezursadss e[ uod
SEUIJE 9P SO[[NSED SNS OPUAANISUOD Tew [P B[O B[ B Ueqesn( seliy sensonu 4 sofiy sonsany

‘A2 pue umop 1is am ‘obe siesk Aixis aiay

S9AI| [e2160]033 pue ‘|e120S ‘[BUOIIOWS ‘|BNIdS JNO JO YUIY} 3M USYAA jP40T 4O ‘pOD) Yo
"SOWBIO]] A SOWBUAS SOU ‘SEIJE SOUE B)UISIS LIIFO[009 A [BIDOS ‘PUOLD
-0wd ‘Temiardsa epIA xsonu ong anb o op SELIOWW SOWIILY OPUBNY) {0NSINU JOUS ‘SOKT YO

sanbaip 1o} 1ahe.iq y/sanbaip Jod uoneipo

“021Y 0MaNg Ul SI3
-101q pue sId}sIS Ino Wodj jsanbai sy} 0} asuodsal e sem Bos uweaqaties
UoRNosal |00Z JYIAYSeN YL ‘SanbajA o saspiaxa ey | SI2A
dojs 03 sanielussaidal JusWUIBA0D Jiay) Yse 03 suonebaib | o
-u02 3bin 0 DI paxse A3y 100z ‘L L Aeyy uo sjdoad
S,puejsI 3y} Jo uoissauddo ay) papoddns sey sanbaip Jo
buiquiog s,nen SN 8y} 1noge dUJIS 1Y) 1ey} seate aseg e 50
D3.eI3P pue puels pjog e Yoo} sajebajap yinyd
SHUOUUSYY UBDIY 0MaNd 'LO0Z 4O YdIep
J9DUED JO S2IUSLINIIO0 PISeA.DU] PIsned
aney asay} (994 Auew pue ‘ssjqersban pue synij Jipy} Ul
pUNOJ Ud3q aAeY 3NPISaJ qUIOG WO S|eIW JIXOJ “POOYISA [RUOILIPELY SIUSPISaI ayi—bulys pue
buiwue) saputy Ajpesib sisanauew Aieyjiw 3y “buiquiog o sieaf Ja)e abewep [epuswuoliAuS pue
JIWOUO0IS YIOq WO J344ns ‘9bues BUIQUIO] Sy WOJY SIjIW US) JNOGe D] OYM ‘SIUSPISI By
'sanbay| U0 saspuaxa Aseyjiw ay 01 pus ue buiq o} A1
0} Sueaw diewoydip pue [ebsj Auew pasn Sey 01y 01BN JO JUSWIUIBA0D JUBLIND 3Y “[IMM SduIS
panuiuod sey sanbaip uo Arey ayj 0} uoisoddQ 1A JIND UEISISd 9y J0) pue eweued ojul
suoIseAul 40} sanbai uo padidesd sey Aeljiw sy} usyl dUIS palediniue se aAesj Jou pip Aren
33 ‘PapUB Jem 3yl UYA “PUESSI 3y} JO PAIYl 133usd 3y} 0 Sspuelqeyur budlisas ‘abues buiquiogq
e 10} Pasn 3q pnod puej 3y} 0s aAe3| 0} iy} buiaj 8)doad 00| 3y 4O PIy3-8UO Uey) Jow
pa0Ioy Aueyjiw Y IsiH Jsuiebe sem ay Joj aiay} buluies) uebaq AreN S oyl ‘Sop6 | Ajies
3y buLing “031y 01aNd JO 1SE0D 35BS BY1 44O Puels 3jiw 6| Aq ¥ e I sanbaiA :ANNOYDIIVE

uoiynjosay sanbaip

:uonoe 33e63[3p 1L00Z 3IIIAYseN

0d1Y o03iang

uenr ueg
»,

ueadrxo d13uce |y




Dear Christian Peacemaker Teams,

Greetings from the Peace and Justice Committee of the Puerto Rican Mennonite Conference.

I am writing to notify you of the decision made by the delegates of the 53rd Annual Puerto Rico Mennonite
Assembly regarding the conflict in Vieques PR. The delegates decided that they could no longer keep silent about
the injustices and oppression experienced by the Viequesnes. Delegates decided that the Puerto Rico Mennonite
Conferencewill unite with the leaders of Vieques to help stop further military exercises in Vieques, PR.

We are scheduled to meet with the Vieques leaders later this month in order to learn how our congregations can
be present during activities planned in Vieques. We acknowledge that we have been slow to react and recognize
our silence has supported oppression of our sisters and brothers in Vieques. Our meeting on January 26, 2001 at
the Mennonite Summit Hills Church, San Juan PR was a key event for members of our conference. The experiences
shared by CPTers helped our members realize the importance of standing up for peace and not letting injustice

after injustice continue.

We thank Cliff Kindy and the CPT group for their witness and their commitment to peace in Vieques, PR.

May you continue to find courage and strength to make the vision of peace real.

Peace,

Gilberto Perez, Peace and Justice Coordinator

Resources

[/ Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT, PO Box 6508,
Chicago IL 60680-6508; phone/fax 312-455-1199;
cpt@ige.ape.org <www.prairienet.org/cpt/>) has updates
on the Vieques situation, information about delegations
going to Vieques to support the people of the island, and a
speaker’s bureau.

[V PJC web site <www.MennoLink.org/peace/>
See “Current Events” page for
e information about advocacy,
o letter from Mennonite Church USA to President Bush,
¢ addresses for your congresspeople,
» worship resources (see Resources pages), and
¢ additional resources and links.

[/ Vieques Libre is a grass roots organization.
Use their web site for news, actions, and visuals.
http://www.viequeslibre.org/

[/ Pieces of wire from the fence surrounding the Navy bases

on Vieques can be used for visuals for worship and are
available from Mark Byler <mbyler@maplenet.net> or
contact PJC. The wire symbolizes the exclusion of the people
of Vieques from their land, and their being ensnared by a
military definition of well-being for their people.

Organizations to help you think about payment of

war taxes:

e National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund (NCPTF),
2121 Decatur Place NW, Washington DC 20008,;
phone 202-483-3751; www.peacetax.com

e National War Tax Resistance Coordinating Committee;
PO Box 6512, Ithaca NY 14851; phone 800-269-7464;
www.nctrec.org/nwirce

e War Resisters League, 339 Lafayette St, New York, NY
10012; 212-228-0450; www.warresisters.org

*) Mennonite
-, { Church
’ This resource prepared by the Peace and Justice Committee
for Mennonite Church USA Executive Office.
PJC, PO Box 173, Orrville OH 44667; 330-683-6844
<mcpjc@sssnet.com>  August 31, 2001
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