(Place on Mennonite Church USA letterhead)
Dear ____________________________, 


Date ________________
I write to ask you to support H.R. 2085, the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill. My church, Mennonite Church USA, is a founding and endorsing organization of the National Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill.
The Peace Tax Fund Bill would allow conscientious objectors (CO) such as me, members of my church and thousands of others to strengthen and defend the country in ways other than using military force. A CO, as defined by the U.S. government in legislation we helped write, is someone who is “opposed to participation in war in any form based on religious or moral belief.” Please note the phrase in any form. 
Since 1940, U.S. law has allowed COs to perform alternative service rather than be conscripted into military service. Mennonites were instrumental in passing this legislation. This law should be extended to allow alternative service for our drafted tax dollars. 

Conscientious objectors are seeking a way to pay our taxes without violating our religious or ethical convictions. When we participate in the Religious Peace Tax Fund, we would pay 100% of our federal taxes. The money, however, would not pay for weapons and military might, but go instead to solve the problems that lead to military conflicts such as hunger, poverty, injustice and lack of equal education and opportunity. The government would also benefit, receiving greater revenue due to increased voluntary compliance and decreased tax collection costs.

H.R. 2085 addresses these concerns by directing the Secretary of the Treasury to establish a Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund into which we can pay our federal income, gift and estate taxes. Its revenue would be allocated annually to any nonmilitary appropriation. I enclose a brochure with additional information.
Please co-sponsor H.R. 2085, the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill. We need your leadership support to obtain legal redress for the religious and ethical freedom of conscientious objectors to military taxation.

Thank you for considering this important legislation. I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

My name/address is:

