turning toward God’s peace

The following worship resources are not meant to be a complete worship template, but rather individual pieces each of which may be used within a worship service on Sunday, September 11, 2011, the ten-year anniversary of Al-Qaeda attacks in United States.  The prayer of confession and “sermon seeds” are based on the Revised Common Lectionary readings used in worship bulletins from MennoMedia.


Genesis  50:15-21


Romans 14:1-12


Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13


Matthew 18:21-35

Hymns/Songs

Hymnal:  A Worship Book
346 
Dona nobis pacem 
367 
For the healing of the nations

22
For we are strangers no more
411
I bind my heart this tide
371
Let there be light, Lord God


Sing the Journey
66
If the war goes on
61
How can we be silent 
56
Make me a channel of your peace
2
Come walk with us
67
Let there be light
109
There is more love somewhere
 
Sing the Story
124
My soul cries out
16
Peace before us

Call to Worship

Men

We gather for scripture and song.

Women
We gather for support and strength.

All

Gather us into the Spirit of Truth.

Men

We gather to grieve with people of Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan and Libya.

Women
We gather to pray for your kingdom of peace.

All

Gather us into the body of Christ.

Men

We gather distracted, religious, or doubting. 

Women
We gather helpless, hungry and hopeful.

All

Gather us into your heart and give us your heart for the world.

Prayer Confession (based on Psalm 103:8-13)—See also Words for Worship 2 #58 and 70

Leader:
Lord, you are full of mercy and grace,



You are slow to anger and pour out your love. 

People

We want to be people of your grace,  



But we have held onto our anger,



lost our compassion



and prevented the flow of your love.

Leader

Do not hold us responsible 



for all that is wrong in the world—



fear of others, 



vengeance against criminals,



apathy toward war, 



oppression of the poor,



and lifestyles of arrogance.

People

Do not hold us responsible for all of it,



but deal with our part in it.  



We confess our sins…




(pause for silent or spoken confessions)

Leader

Have compassion on your children, Lord.



As the heavens are high above the earth,



so great is your love for us.



As far as the east is from the west, 



so far you remove our sin.



May your love through Jesus Christ



turn us toward peace.  AMEN.



(May be followed by v. 4 of My soul cries out from  HWB 124 )

Sermon Seeds

Option A—Genesis 50


This is the culmination of a long family history that has been riddled with pain, deception and suffering.  In a time of grief, the death of Father Jacob, Joseph and his brothers turn toward forgiveness.  On the anniversary of September 11, 2001, the US remembers the pain and anger of losing nearly 3000 lives in the Al-Qaeda attacks.  Our scriptures are neither shy about naming crime (v. 17), nor reticent to chart the emotions that result from trauma (vv. 17-18).   However, the testimony of our ancestral family is to allow God’s will for good to replace our fear, so that we can enter honestly into forgiveness, reconciliation and peace, rather than perpetuate cycles of distrust and retaliation.  A preacher might describe a picture of God’s good will for places like Afghanistan and Iraq.  

Option B—Matthew 18


Preachers may want to tangle with Jesus’ parable, but note that it can be easily misconstrued in such a way that we identify God with the king who ultimately tortures a slave.  (With the striking exception of the king mounted on a donkey—Jesus, of course—all the kings in the gospel of Matthew are violent and this is not the image of God, which Jesus advances.)  The parable reveals the temptation to retribution, even among persons who have themselves received mercy.  Most of our communities have been mercifully spared the direct impact of terrorist violence and ongoing war.  How can a church community embody the qualities upheld in this parable—patience (vv. 26, 29), pity/compassion (v. 27), forgiveness and release (vv. 27, 35) as we build relationships with global neighbors?  


An “inside-out” view of this parable might emphasize the inequities of the (Biblical and global) context.  In Matthew 18 we meet a powerful creditor king and nearly powerless indebted slaves.  In the parable (and in life) both the privileged and the oppressed have capacities for patience, compassion, and forgiveness, but all are at risk of not exercising these Christ-like virtues.  The preacher may emphasize the opportunities we have for Christian peace witness in a time of war, even while acknowledging that we sometimes feel nearly powerless in turning toward peace.

We also recommend the following worship resources from Words for Worship 2, by Diane Zaerr Brenneman

Prayers for Peace #75 and 109

Congregational Intercession #95

Benedictions #166 and 251

These materials were prepared by congregational leaders in three Harrisonburg, Virginia congregations:  Community Mennonite Church, Park View Mennonite Church and Shalom Mennonite Church.  

