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A Prayer for North America and Colombia
from Mennonite Central Committee

Leader: "And the leaves of the tree shall be for the healing of the
nations."

Reader 1: For the healing of the poor, whose bodies suffer from

mal nutrition and disease, and whose hearts ache when there isno
food for their children,

All: We pray to you, O Lord.

Reader 2: For the healing of the rich, who are bound up in protecting
their possessons, and do not experience the life-giving freedom
found in sharing,

All: We pray to you, O Lord.

Reader 3: For the healing of members of armed groups, who struggle
to come to terms with the violence they have seen and done, and who
See no way out,

All: We pray to you, O Lord.

Reader 1: For the healing of those who have logt trust in their
neighbors, believing they do not have their best interests at heart,

All: We pray to you, O Lord.

Reader 2: For the healing of those who have given in to cyniciam,
who see injugtice asinevitable,

All: We pray to you, O Lord.

Reader 3: For the healing of those who no longer have hope, who
have been waiting for sgns of spring for far too long,
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All: We pray to you, O Lord.

Reader 1: For the healing of policymakers, who continue to seek
security through arms and peace and through violence,

All: We pray to you, O Lord.

Reader 2: For the healing of the land, water and sky, which have been
degraded by those who see God's creation only as a resource to be
exploited and not asa gift to be cared for,

PRAY All: We pray to you, O Lord.

ANDACT Reader 3: For the healing of both the United States and Colombia,

FOR countries who have seen parts of their popul ations as expendable,

PEACE leaving scarsthat are sill visble,

All: We pray to you, O Lord.

Leader: Thank you, God, for your vison of resoration and healing,
revealed to usin Scripture. We long for people of al nationsto find rest
together in the shade of your healing tree.

All: Amen.
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